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DIVISION 36:  DISABILITY SERVICES COMMISSION � 

[Supplementary Information No B30.] 
Question:  Ms L.L. Baker asked the minister to provide figures for the growth in demand and estimates of future 
demand.  
Answer:  The Combined Application Process provides reliable demand data. At the completion of the most 
recent round there were 360 people awaiting Accommodation Support Funding.  

In the last twelve months the growth in total demand for accommodation services has been around 18 per cent.  
At the same time the level of unmet demand has fallen, in contrast to earlier years, due to the unprecedented 
increase in State and Commonwealth funding over the last twelve months.  Further increased funding in 2009/10 
for both accommodation and therapy services will assist in providing additional therapy and accommodation 
support to an unprecedented number of people with disabilities. 

It is anticipated that demand for services will continue to increase.  The expected growth in demand is partly due 
to growth in the overall population.  The Western Australian total population is projected to increase by about 
22 per cent between 2008 and 2023.  While most of the growth in population will be in the age group 65 years or 
over, the growth in those aged under 65 years is expected to increase by 12.7% over the 15 year time period � 
equivalent to an annual rate of increase of 0.8 per cent. 

While population growth is one factor which will impact on the future demand for services, it is anticipated that 
the growth in demand is more likely to be impacted by changes in the availability of informal carers. Changes in 
social conditions, attitudes and expectations are likely to impact the availability of informal family carers. There 
are early indications from the Commission�s �Combined Application Process� database that this effect is being 
observed: in 2001 there were about 5.0 applications per 1,000 persons in the reference population, and in 2005 
there were about 6.8 per 1,000. 

 

 

 
 


